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Our Next Meeting 

From The Editor's Desk 

DICK SCOTT 

Hi ther^B 1 ! All you good memDers of the SAN LEANDRO 
CM^UTtR CLUB. I hooe that you nave bee* supportive of our 
last guest speaker, Miss Christine Clark, represent i no the 
"DY5AN CORPORATION* anc purchased some of their BREST 
DISKETTES . I, for one. a* certainly appreciative of her 
“great presentation” on the manufacturing, quality control, 
and the care that goes into making certain you get the 
finest diskette on tne market. 

Have you ever oeen driving across the desert and seen 
what aooeared to oe water ahead of you in the road’ But, 
men you get there, alas, what appeared to be “coo*, clear 
water", just up ana faded fro* your view! 1 ho mater, just 
wore of tne same old road 1 ! 

Now, PH tell you all about the guest soeaker for the 
March meeting* If you will recall at the last meeting, I 
sentioiw that "Elect romc Arts' had askefl me to call them 
back in a couple of months, and l was hoping that 
"LUCASFILM" would be sending us our next guest speaker. 

That picture of the oesert is exactly rfi at I have come uo 
with, nobody from "LUCASFILM*, “EPYX", or “ELECTRONIC ARTS”! 

I guess that it will be one of those meetings that you 
may be pleasantly surer i serif because, Tom and 1 are Going 
everything to make certain that when you leave the meet *nc, 
you will have learned something about the ATARI COMPUTER or 
soce software, Me just might come up with a guest speaker 
yet 1 ! So con 1 1 give up and miss this opportunity to oe 
surprised, 

(Asst. Ed. Notes: STOP 1>E PRESSES' 1 ! Just when we 
thought we were without a speaker for the Marcn meeting. 

Dick Scott gave me a call to come out of retirement to 
attempt to book someone for this meeting. Util, I haven’t 
many contacts left (bit the bullet due to the SLCC curse, 
remember?), but this gave me an opportunity to make some new 
contacts, I was getting little response fro* the new Atari, 
so I thought I would call Sig Ha^tmanr., President of 

Software Ves, a real voice said "Yes, I do oeheve in 

user’s groups, and I don’t want to just bay lip service to 
you folks," So we will get the latest information f**om the 
new Atari. Watch for next month’s issue for an indeoth 
report on this important meeting, and ever' better than that, 

DQ NOT MISS THIS MEETING 1 1 ! ! .Torn,) 

RON SEYMOUR 

I would like to take this time to say something that I 
have wanted to ana have said in the past. This is a fine 
club and it is one of the mam reasons that I enjoy working 
on the Journal with Tom Bennett, Making the Journal a 
success has been a project that Tom and myself have tried to 
accomplish all this time. It takes time but we have 
believed that it is time well spent. Through some sort of 
minor miracle we have picked up the right to Tom Tisby who 
joined the staff last month, Me are excited about him 
coming aboard, this brings are staff ud to a mighty three!!! 

This is one of the reasons that some things might slip 
through uncorrected. So when you see there is a mistake, 
please consider tne reasons this happened. Me do our best 
to please the rest and all help is greatly appreciated. 

Sometimes when I am at home, writing my article and 
hoDing that everyone is doing the same, my mind and heart 
slip into a state of wishful thinking* dreaming that all the 
articles will be turned in on time. Then the dream fades as 
my mind reminds my heart that this is only a dream and 
everybody is volunteering their time. Then I think, wait, 
so are we 1 Because of that the articles should be in on 
time. After 1 read one’s article to find out that their 
time is well spent, I realize it will help the Journal and 
the members of the SLCC. 

So remember if you contribute to the newsletter, we 
would love it. Remember we try to get it in by the 
deadline. The faster we get the articles, the better job on 
the newsletter, Hhen our time is cut, the Journal suffers. 

It really looks like the SPECIAL EDITION is gathering a 
good bead of steam as we enter the final month and a half, 

W \& t started out as just a dream for Tom and me is row 
turning out to be something really worth while. 
Participation from the club has been great, but me still 
could have some more help. Outside interest is fabulous and 
names of people in the know are coming in left and right. 

Me have some eo»itaents to write for the Special 
Edition from Bill Wilkinson, Gary Furr (Designer of the 

At an writer and printer drivers), and Jerry White 
(Chatterbef, Poker Sam) courtesy Antic Publishing. 

This special edition is just the thing to shorn of the 
talents and attributes of the club and its members. So if 
you would like to type, draw, or anything to help out, call 
m at 537 -31 S3 or leave a message on the Key System. 
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West Coast Computer Faire 

TOM BENNETT 

The San Leandro Computer Club for Atari Microcomputers 
proud to announce that m Mi 11 again be having a ooctn 
r is year at the Uest Coast Computer Faire. But this year 
cjr booth y ILL K DIFFERENT * I 

After all of our complaints about the non-response fro* 
T^e new Atari Corp. towards users groups in general, Me has 
t dramatic tum-arounc this last week. 

The first change Mas that Neil Harris, the new Editor 
of the Atari Explorer (Atari 1 s "house 1 consume*' 
;ubl teat ion), Mas assigned the duty of user group support to 
take over for Briar Herr- Neil seers to have that rare 
energy that gets things done, and Me should see sore Raj or 
ranges in the extraordinarily weak communications with the 
strong core of Atari users grouos, One of the first things 
he told re Mas that he mas going to hire a full tire person 
in charge of user group support (if interested, and have 
some exoerience Mith user group comumcations, call Neil at 
<!W) 745-21M), 

But the big announcement is that our guest speaker this 
month j Sig Hartmann, refered Neil Harris to us to assist us 
at the Nest Coast Computer Faire. Atari MILL NQI be present 
at the Faire (only the largest consumer computer show in the 
nation, I reminded Neil). Neil said that Atari Mould have 
to devote about 35 people to man the size of booth that mas 
reserved for them, and that is only about 1/4 of the 
personnel of the new Atari! They just could not afford it 
at this tirce, 

1 had asked Neil for some help on getting sotne 
equipment, handouts, and banners, and he said he Mould see 
what he could do (where had I heard that before 1 ). But an 
hour or so later, I got a call from Neil saying that they 
Mill support us I&W!! he said that Jamie Copland, 
Vice-President of Marketing, had given him the following to 
offer: machines, software, pamphlets, banners, Atari 
tee-shirts to hand out, and most importantly, they lill 
sponsor a charity raffle from our booth for the first 
publicly released 528ST computer!!! (Do booth coordinators 
qualify????). Antic Magazine may also be getting us sore 
magazines to give away also! 

Itiat this all means is that the SLCC mill hopefully be 
the first to show the general public the new Atari line. 
This should be the busiest 18 T n 18 t Booth at the Faire 1 He 
called our good friends at ABACUS to share a booth neat to 
us at the Fair®, but they could only get the booth across 
f rom us. So between the two of us, you should get & pretty 
good look at what is new. That should be a busy aisle! 

Suddenly, offers to work this booth have come in 
without any effort on our side. But re still should 
help for Monday and Tuesday, April 1 and c ■ Contact m if 
you art intermsted. 

WEST COAST COMPUTER FAIRE 
MARCH 30 TO APRIL £ 

10300 AM TO &S00 PM 
MQSCONE CENTER, SAN FRANCISCO 
BOOTH 73£ 



The Ban Ltanoro Computer Club for Atari 
Microcomputers is an inoeoendent, non-profit 
organization and users* group with no con ne ction to 
fttrei Incorporated. Members^ io fees are currently 
*2t per year, or *12 for six months. Membership 
includes access to tne computer library, subscription 
to the Journal, and classes when held, Permission to 
reprint articles in any non-core er cial publication is 
permitted without written authorization, provided 
proper credit is given to the Ban Leandro Computer 
Club and the author. Opinions expressed are those of 
the author and do not necessarily represent the views 
of the 5.L.C.C. 

S.LCX OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 

Phil Mitchell 

351-2288 

VIE-PRESIDCTT 

Bob Barton 

352-filjfi 

TREASURER 

Jim Hood 

534-2157 

SECRET MY 

Paul Bif ford 

Si -4336 

EDITOR 

Ron Seymour 

537-3163 

ASSISTANT EDITOR 

Tom Bennett 

276-4466 

SOFTWARE CHAIRMAN 

Nate Hooo 

534-2157 

TAPE LIBRARIAN 

Dan Chun 

471-9286 

ASSY LANGUAGE SIS 

Frank Daniel 

632-7181 

BASIC LANGUAGE SIS 

Mike Sawiey 

482-586! 

BEGINNERS 5IG 

Denzil Tipps 

536-2227 

MISCELLANEOUS SIS 

Phil Mitchell 

351-2288 

ATRBW0 SIS 

Bill George 

538-2449 

LOGO SIS 

Lois Hansen 

482-2222 

ACTION! SIB 

Jim Itarren 

352-7744 

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 

Richard Scott 

687-B357 

JOURNAL ADVERTISING 

Paul Gifford 

351-4336 


KEY SYSTEM BBS: (415) 352-526 

Official BBS of the SLCC - 24 hours 


CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS * NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE 
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BAN LEANDRO, CA S4577-B152 

JOURNAL ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE: * 44.18 

HALF PABE; *28.88 

QUARTER PAGE: 111. K 

BUSINESS CARD * 5.« 

JOURNAL SUBMISSIONS 

The SLCC Journal mill accept any articles written by 
me m bers on any topic found pertinent to the club. Ne 
will accept articles in any form, although we would 
prefer articles be submitted on Atanwriter files. 
The following Atanwriter parameters are used: 

BIB TO BE 15 J1 Lit R44 SB TB Y13B 


2 



SOFTWARE 
& SYSTEMS 


FOK. 

SAN LEANDRO ATARI COMPUTER CLUB MEMBERS ONLY ! 

LIMIT ’.TWO SALS ITEMS PER FAMILY. SALE LIMITED 
TO STOCK ON A AND. ALL SALES FINAL. SALE ENOS MARCH I6J9TS. 


A 


ATARI 






MBC 550-2 

COMPUTER 


$799 


00 °^ss, 


/ 2 #1 

AMBER OR 

ORE BN 

MONOCHROME 

monitor $qqoo 



(monitor NOT 

INCLUDED) 



A FANTASTIC VALUE / WE NOW l 

COME fN FOX A PEMONSTFAT/ON. IBM Pc SOFTWARE, Too! 


THE SANYO 550-2 HAS THE 

Following * 

HARDWARE^ FEATURES! 

• BOSS CPU A SOCKET FOK 

SO? 7 CO -PROCESS OR . . 

* 129 K RAM C EXPANDABLE TO Z56K'). 

• ONE 360K P&DD DISK DRIVE 

(IBM PC FORMAT). 

• DETACHABLE KEYBOARD WITH 
NUMERIC, KEYPAD. 

• CENTRONICS PARALLEL PRINTER. 

interface . 

• DUAL APPLE -COMPATIBLE 
JOYSTICK FORT. 

• 80- CHARACTER, x 25-UNE VIDEO 
DISPLAY WITH GW X 200 DOTS GRAPHICS 
IN 9 COLORS PBR PIXEL POT. 

• VIDEO PORTS ReN BOTH COLOR AHP 
ATONOCHROMB AT THE SAME TIME USING 
BOTH AN RGB COLOR MONITOR AMP A 
Monochrome monitor, 

• OPTIONS i RS-ZS2 INTERFACE, SECOND 
PtSK PR/YE, KARP PrSK, MEMORY BETOHP 
2.50 K , IBM-PO GRANHCS VIDEO BOARD,.. 



SOFTWARE 
& SYSTEMS 


931 A ST 

HAYWARD, CA 


537-3637 


OPEN TUESDAY THRU SAWRDAY 
► /0.’30 AM TO 6:00 PM 


SOFTWARE FEATURES- : 

• MICROSOFT MS-DOS 2-U OPERATING 
SYSTEM 

• SANYO GRAPHICS BASIC. 

• SoRCJM/IUS EASYMTrrER I 
WORD PROCESSOR 

• MICROPRO WORDSTAR WORD PROCESSOR , 
> MICROPRO calcgtak. ELECTRONIC. 


LOCATED BETWEEN MISSION BIND. AND MAW ST 


tU DOWNTOWN HAYWARD. 


SPREAD SPEC T 






President's Report 

~ PHIL MITCHFa 

IMPRESSIONS ** 

There sure are slot of people mad at Atari! I Kart it. 
almost everyone I’ve talked to lately has some kind of ax to 
grind with the Traffic!*. Educators, Professionals, User 
croc os. Retailers, Service Centers, ever high school kids; 
and the fufwiy part is they all have different complaints. I 
hope J.T. really knows what he's doing. Case in point; 1 
recently received a letter fro* the Milwaukee Area Atari 
Users Club: 

“The purpose of this letter is to inf or* you all that 
because of the lack of support fro* and coKumcation with 
tne B *BT Atari Corp, that Nilatari feels the time has grown 
too short for us to put together a show (Tan-Con) for 
1985.* 

The letter, signed by Sary liolan, President of MILATARI 
continued: 

"For Atari to not support a show dedicated to it's 
product is hard to imagine. But to ignore it's existence is 
shameful. Does Atari plan to ignore owners of it's new XE 
and ST computers once they’ve purchased thee and have thee 
in their hoffes? Is their only interest in those i #10 have 
not yet spent their hard earned money on a computer system 
ye t? The established user base is one that could do a lot 
for Atari. They’re dedicated, vocal and for the most part 
knowledgeable about their computers. Abuse or ignore that 
dedication and you lose wore than future owners, you lose 
the largest sales force around. And once you lose the*, 
you'll never get the* back.* 

That's a shame, the last Atari convention in Michigan 
died a horrible death, in part because of non-supDort fro* 
Atari, and now this, I wonder if Jack knows how wany people 
he is upsetting? But let's be fair about this, the last 
Tar icon was held shortly after the company changed hands, 
(they were very busy getting rid of staff at the ti«e) and 
they just were not organized enough to really help support 
anything, up to and including their computers (error 13B>* 
But I have heard ruffors about a possible west-coast Atari 
show, if they can find enough volunteers to pull it off, and 
don't forget, Leonard Travel caK to us and “faced the 
music’ directly. I 1 * sure they do care and it's just sok 
kind of cownication gap or *i sunders t and mg. After all 
isn't a loyal, vocal customer base that ffakes clear rfrat 
they want, every company's drea*? Warner had the same 
problem, only not as bad (error 9 at line 19851. 

! re«e*ber giving a very similar speech to 'The Old 
Atari - , and receiving an answer amounting to “Me don't care 
w^at you want . We know better than you dc, rtat you need" 
They didn't listen and they lost woney, now, Vm no expert 
Dut it seems like the Transit have the saw* attitude. 1 
icve ay Atari, no matter who owns the company, I know aany 
people who hate using their IBM's I Kayprc 1 s at work and 
can't wait to get home and play with their Atari. Patience 
is the key, Warner didn't listen and they were replaced, if 
the *Nm p Atari doesn’t listen the same say happen to the*, 


and eventually someone will listen, maybe. (error 1711. 


It's clear to me that the "New Atari Corp,’ supports 
user support as long as it's the users who support it. 

As President of the SLCC, ay -pay* is the respect art 
friendship of people in ey area, and the help I receive froff 
those I have helped in the past. What do I get fro* Atari 
except *ore phone calls? Owning an Atari puts you in the 
Rodney Danger field area of the computer world, and always 
has. toy advice (and dto u I to tell the founder of 
Commodore, how to run his company?! is to establish a user 
group support dept, and sake nice, before there's no one 
there to help support the new IE’s I ST’s if and when they 
are released (error 13&L 

tf*at puzzles me is is everyone waiting for 
something to happen? It wets to m that there is a large 
user base of cust offers needing support and software now. A 
short chat with the Manager of the UK COMPUTiNG CENTER at 
Bayfair Mali, revealed an interesting fact; Atari Software 
business is brisk, suoply is short, not demand, rt even 
explained that the difference between Atari and Commodore 
owne^ was that Atari owners will try a new piece of 
software right away, where CoKiedore owners wait to see how 
a program is reviewed before purchasing it, Ue have lost 
several guest speakers to the “He' re waiting to see rfrat 
happens 1 excuse. Waiting for what? Aren't we a large 
enough force to be important, regardless of what happens? 
Maybe that's itfiy computer companies art wholesalers are 
doing poorly art user groucs are becoming wore successful 
than ever. Mr. Chris Crawford called me the other night, 
over a concern he had after reading wy last column. He felt 
that reading the Journal kept him in-touen with the feeling 
and needs of all of us, I urge everyone to join and use the 
club, it's one way to stay current and active no matter rtio 
owns the company or how successful they are, 


Phil’s Copier Corner 


Let m introduce you to the Club's newest member. It 
weighs 213.5 lbs, is 22.2“ long, 15.2“ high art 25.9“ wide. 
The Copier m bought is a Royal 115 Dry electrostatic “desk 
top" copier (a stand came with it). It has a moveable 
platten and copies sheets, books and objects onto plain bort 
paper, transparency film, or offset masters (that’s how 
they've been doing the newsletter up to now) art will 
produce 15 copies per minute. The drum is good for 
copies and m have a spare. Several club members have 
experience maintaining this model corner, including myself, 
art I’m sure service will be no problem . It looks real nice 
in my computer rooff, art having ey own copier is a real 
luxury, of course if ey tiK becomes a problem then it will 
go to rtioevtr volunteers to help with the newsletter. If 
anyone would like to learn how to operate art maintain it, 
cr possibly even keep it it home in a few months contact me 
at one of the meetings. 
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115 TANFQRAN PARK 
296 BAY FAIR MALL 
SAN BRUNO - (415) 588-1201 


SAN BRUNO, CA 94066 
SAN LEANDRO, CA 94578 
SAN LEANDRO - (415) 278-8881 


A. 

ATARI 

I NVENTORY CLEARANCE 
ALL AT ONE HALE OEE 

Some on tape and some on disk 



Reg 

NOW 


Reg 

NOW 

The First Sii Tricky Tutorials (TAPE) 

1119.95 

*59.96 

AFX Stock nanageient 

24.95 

12. 46 

Tricky Tutorials 7 thru 10 (Price Each) 

29.95 

14. 96 

APX Letterian 

24. 95 

12.46 

Music Major by ESI 

39.95 

19.96 

Conversational French by ATAJU 

59.95 

29.96 

instedit by ESI 

19.95 

9.96 

All by ATARI 

44.95 

22. 46 

Creature Creator by Design Ware 

39.95 

19.96 

Fast Chip For The BIO Disk Drive 

39.95 

19.96 

PM Animator t Don't Ask 

44.95 

22. 46 

Aerobics by Spinnaker 

44.95 

22. 46 

AFX Real Esta.e 

22,95 

11.46 

Decision Maker by Creative Software 

19.95 

9.96 

Tel e i ink I by ATARI 

29.95 

9. 96 





EANTASTIG NEW PRICES 
ON KOALA RAD 


NOW 

(Formerly 489.95 - Atari Only) 


©Iloala 

Technologies Corporation 

We make computing more personal." 

For Apple,’ Atari’ Commodore," and IBM’ 


44 . 50 



KoalaPad™ It’s a joystick, paddle, 
keyboard, and mouse in one. 



YOUR FULL SUPPORT CENTER FOR ATARI-COMMODORE -APPLE-IBM-T.I. 




BBS News ’-sr 

MIKE SAWLEY 

During the pest few ninths we have been learning the 
corends and features of a F,o.R.e.PL XL BBS, So fir we 
have learned ho« to log on and get a password and rtat sort 
of access level you should expect dier> your password becomes 
validates, Ue learned Nhat all of the corend characters 
mvn and lost of the control codes used to control the flow 
of data fro* the BBS. Me also saw how to download a file 
using the X-mode* protocol. Finally we learned how to read 
resages, both in the public and private nail sections. 

few that we know how to get stuff frow the BBS, it is 
tiie we learned how to put stuff ON the BBS, The two ways 
you do this are UPLOADING files and ENTERING ffSSAGES, both 
puolie and private, into the system, 

SHORE THE WEALTH l 

To LPLQAD (send a file or program) to the BBS recuires 
you to set up your teninal program to SEND with X-HGDEN. 
To do this with lost any version of ANODE*, press the 
[SELECT] key and then [S3. You should then type in the file 
specification. It should be exactly as you have it nawee on 
your diskette. If you are using D 1 s as the drive, then you 
need not type Dl: since lost versions of ANODE* assume tor 
default) to Dl: if nothing else is given. You can now set 
up the BBS. Fro* the main *60 prompt, type EUL 

The BBS will ask a few questions about your upload? 

FIlESPEC; The BBS wants to know the name of the 
program. You way type in fro* 3 to 8 characters starting 
with a letter, You co not need to give a drive number or 
extender (D: or .XXX) as the BBS will take care of that 
itself. If you do type these charagets, the BBS will strip 
the extender and colon and you *ay end up with a file on the 
system called D2MYPR0S, Also, pressing [RETURN] here will 
abort to the mam prompt, 

HQW MANY SECTORS IS . ... : Please answer with a single 
density sector count. If you are not sure about the length, 
give a generous estivate. If you underestimate a disk full 
error may result. The BBS may tell you that it has mare 
free sectors than your file requires, Out will also tell you 
that there is not enough room, This is because the free 
sector count is the total space open on all drives. There 
may not be enough room on any one drive to accept your 
program. Also, the BBS protects space on Dl: for it own 
needs. 

ACCESS BY: You will be asked to specify who may see the 
file and download it. You can let all callers see it or you 
may tell the systei to only let it be seen by the Sysop, 
There is a third choice you may make but arrangements have 
to be made in advance. It is used for uploading text files 
for publication here in the Journal. If you have access to 
this third choice and use it, then only the editors and the 
Sysop will see your upload. This way the general public 
will not have access to your work until it is published. 

ARE YOU USING X-HQDEN: The best and most reliable way 
to send i file. If you don’t have a terminal program that 


supports this error checking protocol, sec our disk 
librarian and tie can set you up. 

tttiT IS TK LANGUAGE §€) CATAGQRY: There will be menus 
for you to choose from. Be as close as possible in your 
selections from the menus. This information will be 
displayed when another caller looks at the downloads so 
he/she will know something about your file. 

There will be a few pauses during this process tfiile 
the BBS has a look at the drives and checks to see that your 
file name is unique and that there is enough room to accept 
the file. If all is Mil, the BBS will tell you it is reacy 
for you to begin the send. At the end of the transfer, the 
BBS will tell you if the file was received successfully. 
And we thank yo 

LETTING YOUR VOICE BE HEARD * 

In order that we may hear from you, the BBS supports 
several message bases, an Electronic Hail section and a 
private message to the Sysop. 

The message to the Sysop option is the only one you 
will be able to use if you don’t have a validated password. 
Just press EL3 from the main *Go prompt and you can start 
typing in your resage. 

The Electronic mail section is entered fro* the main 
prompt with the EH3 key. You may now read or send mail. To 
send mail, use [S3 from the Select t prompt. You will be 
asked for the subject and the addressee. Pressing [RETURN] 
at either one will abort. Hail can only be read by the 
addressee, so make sure you have the name spelled correctly 
or use the search feature to lit the BBS enter the name for 
you. It is possible to address Electronic Hail to ALL, but 
no one will be able to see it since that is not a valid 
name. 

To post public messages, first go to the message base 
of your choice with the IZ3 function. (You can now use the 
message base as was discussed last month.) There are three 
ways to post messages. You may use IE3 to enter a message 
from the main *Sc prompt, you may ESJend a resage from the 
Select: prompt or you may [Rleply to a resafe that you have 
just read. 

If you CRltply to a message the TD, FROM and SUBJECT 
fields will be automatically inserted by the system to 
reflect the resage you are replying to. If you CE 3 nter or 
E53 end a message, you must supply a subject and an 
adoressee. Pressing [RETURN! will abort from the subject 
request and will address the message to ALL fro* the 
addressee reouest. You may also type in the word ALL if you 
like. 

If you have followed the instructions so far regarding 
entering messages into the systn, then you have come to the 
point riere the message editor is active. It will display 
the following: 

PCSSAGE EDITOR OTWND SUWAffY 
/fMBCRT /S*SfiVE /? or /H * f€LP 
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You lay non begin typing in your avssage. Dr* of the 
■Mrst things you will notice is the wort! er«o feature. This 
r«ans tnat you DO WT have to press [RETURN) at the end of 
each line. The editor Mill deterrine Mhere to end one line 
and begin another, tften this happens, you eay not see your 
key strokes if you are a fast typest, but they Mill be 
registered and Hill be displayed as soar, as the editor 
catches up Kith you. 

Anytiw during the eessage entry, you eay abort to the 
■ain *Go proaot with the /A eowand or you eay edit your 
wssage with the cowards that are found by typing /? or /H. 
After you have your wssage just the Hay you Hart it, a /S 
Hill save it. The cowards MUST be entered as the first 
' characters on a new line. The backslash character / is 
required so the systee can tell your cowands fro* text. 

So euch for this eontn. Next north *e Rill have a 
detailed look at each of the editing cowanas and tie up a 
ftn loose ends. 

Software Review 

TOM TISBY 

LISTER PLUS 
PICTURE PLUS 

TMb month m are going to review two utility programs 
fro* tte sacp software manufacturer. They are: LISTER PLUS 
anef PICTURE PLUS both fro* NON-ST FWDfiRS PttGIC Software, 

PICTURE PLUS is a utility program with the amateur user 
in iintL It's a printer utility (Epson* Prowriter, 
tamsmarr Tally, NEC, etc,) that becomes very easy after 
reading the instructions the first time (it was for me). On 
the disk are the many (unprotected for your 
■odificat ion) programs from which you will create the night 
away, Tney are: Lister C which will list your Basic programs 
(Atari characters induced!! to your printer in any 
different font you please to be appropriate. Included on the 
LISTER PLUS disk are eany new and exciting fonts (which I use 
more than any other fonts)* to be used for the Lister 
program or any other (theirs or yours). If you choose not to 
use a special font, you can always use the standard Atari 
font. Also inciubetJ on the disk is a program called 
Type-A-Line which can be used to create a professional (with 
some patience) soreadsheet to be used with all your business 
and non-business applications. The program must be told what 
‘.o do however from scratch. So don’t expect it to perform 
miracles just by touching a few option keys* But that’s the 
f un in having a computer; using the computer as a tool for 
your creative talents. 

If that’s enough to satisfy you to buy this great 
^ograa, then how about this: a graphics 8/7* picture dame 
to your printer. It will dump any Microprinter compatible (S3 
sector) file to your printer in any one of four sixes, small 
to big, inverse to normal, centered, block left or right. 
The program is dynamite! H 

PICTURE PLUS also created by Non-Standard Magic, is 
another incredible program which should be in your software 


library right now! 

If you've alnays Minted to wdify a KOALA, TOUCH 
TABLET, B/SAAW or NICAOPAINTER file to suit your needs, *11 
then here it ill 

You can add TEXT to your prograe in any one of tne FI« 
DIFFERENT 1CI6KT5. You can also eodify the colors of the 
trograe, 1 tie: nance on the Epson, and Prowriter, and if you 
don7t have or* of these compatibles, then you can use their 
DRIVER CREATOR UTILITY (included) to like it compatible Hith 
yours. The prograe is wnu driven (as is LISTER PLUS), and 
can support tno drives. You can even wve the entire picture 
to the left or right, up or down, as far as you nant 1 Try 
that nith any other -prograe! You can even border the picture 
Hith any one of four colors (or 25£ other patterns of your 
choosing). 

There are a lot of programs out there that can do sow 
of these functions, but not all. If you Here to buy all 
these prograe to eatch Milt these two prograis can do, you 
Hill probably spend a fen hundred dollars easy. Non if 
you're seart, and take ey advice, you can save *$ by buying 
lust these proeraes (costing under $58.06 for both). 

NON-STANDARD MAGIC, you have done an excellent job!!! I 
even read that they have also wrote a JOURNAL PLUS to keep a 
personal diary on disk. It suppose to include a personal 
code so tnat otners can't read it!!! If it's anything like 
these programs, I knew it Hill De HOT! 

Hill 

MANE: LISTER PUIS 
CWANY: NON-STANDARD NAG ID 
PRICE: S13.95 APPRO*. 

VALUE: 10 (1 NORSE, 10 BEST) 

COMPLEXITY! 9 (BIT USER FRIENDLY) 

DOGJPENTATION: 9 
RUNS ON: HOST PRINTERS 


NWt: PICTURE PLUS 
COMPANY: NON-STANDARD MAGIC 
PRICE: 29.95 APPROX. 

VALUE; 10 
COMPLEXITY: 8 
DOCUMENTAION: 9 
RUNS DN: HOST PRINTERS 


NON-STANDARD MAGIC 
SOFTWARE DESIGN 
P.O. BOX $5 
GIRARD, (HIO H420 
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Assembly Line 

FRANK DPMI EL 

Mill another with has gone by. It sms like just 
last mk I mk at the min ■mting (toy wait a minutm.. IT 
MAS last mk* Boy, these deadlines sure are getting 
sooner') toll onto the SIS business. 

The February mting uas very interesting. 1 gave a 
tfiort lecture on doing direct screen erites, hoe they can be 
applied and soae evaepLes were shown. John Hanning also 
yaw us a little iwight into soee of the non-standard 
eethods of disk erasures. 

Mow for the ’ 1 THOUGHT VIDEO GA ICS MERE USELESS 1 
depart nent. 

It seees that soaeone was playing around with his 
'SHUTTLE CRAFT gaae and found that he could land the 
riiuttle with only the directional rockets. The author of 
the gam* upon hearing this, tried to find the error in the 
(rograe. to failed to find the bug, so he called his friend 
NASA to find out diere his simulation was incorrect. Hell 
to sake a long story short... NASA ran the procedure through 
their sieu 1 at or and it worked*! It is now part of the 
emergency landing procedures for the space shuttle. (1 
think Commodore's marketing staff choked on that one. 
Blip.. Blip. .) 

toll, Pa sorry to say this, but its time for that 
truly boring part of my article., the tutorial. 

Last month I left your computer hung up. How this was done, 
as I said, was by indefinitely delaying a non-maskable 
interrupt. To be more specific, I told you to reset the 
Stage 1 vertical blank vector to an address with no return. 
FHH, another buzz word... VBlank. 

The Vertical Blank is that time rfven the TV's scar, bean 
goes from the bottom right comer to the top left corner. 
It's also that black bar you see between the top and bottom 
of the picture on old TVs when the Vertical Hold wasn’t set 
right. This blanking happens 68 times a second (actually it 
happens more than that due to interlacing for a good 
picture, but for the purposes of programming times). During 
this tim the ATARI does quite a number of things, Some of 
which are the updating of the real time clock, updates the 
attract mode variables, refreshing the color registers and 
updates the system timers. 

After the interrupt handler has completed its 

processing, there is some 'FREE TIJ€ T left for the 

progratoer use. During the inediate VBlank there is about 
.Bill seconds left and about .111 seconds in the deferred. 
Doesn't sound like too much time does it? But to the 6532 
PW, that works out to be S,BK cycles and Eft, MB 
respectively. That is plenty of time to do just about what 
you would want to modify the screen display, In fact, most 
of the good graphics games have the displays changed during 

the vertical blank. This so you don’t get any un-sight ly 

sudden shifts in the scree n . 

[PPG, I see by the clock its tiwe for me to close up, 
(Yes, us assembly programmers DO sleep sometiw*. ,, 
Atgardless of tfut our wives and girl-friends say!) 

Happy St. Patrick’s day ewrone! 


Secretary^ Report 

PAUL GIFFORD 

San Leandro Computer CIA 
tain tatting 5 FA 85 


Yes boys and girls, it’s ti» for another exciting 
episode of 'Col urns for Filler Space 1 . As we last left our 
hero, it ms Sill and he ms diligently taking notes, trying 
to kwp his eyes (and hands) off of the guest speaker... 

£>11 taeting starts; early this tiM. Pre: Phil talks 
about the SLCC Flea Market (cleverly disguised as 
hard /software swap). He then introduces the club officers 
and other important people. 

2823 Paul 6ifford (where have 1 heard that naae 

before'’) gets up and talks about special buys at BtC 
Coaputervision, This was a list ike, because not only did no 
one care (actually, there was 1 person), but BtC never sent 
m the ad they promised. Phooey. 

£j££ Toa Bennett talks about the Special Edition 

Journal, and how important it is for all you readers 
(reader?) to subait programs, article, artwork, anything to 
■ike this a success. He lent ions that Printshop, the long 
awaited printer utility, is due out on 31 Jan. (Howe 
Computing Center used it to print the border on their ad). 
Toa is in charge of the beta test group for DOS 2.5, which 
he talks about, so if interested, see hi.. 

£831 Dan Diun, unsung hero of the tape library (yes 

Virginia, there is a tape library). Contact Dan for wore 
info. 

2835 Richard Scott, our fine prograa director, lets us 
in on next month's speaker,. . Epyx-lucasfil. (who cancelled 
-phooey). He then introduced the lovely Christine Clark of 
Dysan, (I aw NOT a chauvinist pig-don' t I say that about all 
our guest speakers?) 

2638 ta. Clark talked about all kinds of things.. .the 
cowpany is located in Santa Clara, the different types of 
rotating wagnetic Mdia products, rfwt a disk is wade of, 
difference between hard and soft wetors (you do NOT squeeze 
the* to find out!). She went into detail on the care and 
feeding of disks- why not to use the back side, don't write 
directly on disks (with a pen, of course). She then talked 
about how to store your disks (look on the back of a disk 
sleeve for details). Dysan has a technical hotline 
888-552-2211, frow 8738 to 1788 (7:38 u to 5;88p). Dysan 
will answer questions on ccwpatibility problems, how to deal 
with lost data, etc. 

£126 Dick Scott then takes over, and then Phil, and 
theri, at 2138, Mr. Public Dowain hieself... 
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?'.3? Nate Hoc*; defionstr«tes the Floppy of the tenth, a 
fantastic disk he puts together every aortth. 

2139 B R E A K ! 

2203 Phil quiets down the rewining weeper c (all 3 of 

us). He puts to the wfa er s hip a eotion to buy a copier for 
the club f<r *9W, Passed, fl eotion to give Toe G. and Ron 
3, *6W for the Special Edition Journal. Passed, fl Ktion 
to pay the club officers. Failed, (No respect!). 

That will do it for this *orrth.,,A final word. Phooey. 
(Sorry Phil, it’s such a nice word though). On who? People 
who cose to the aeetings aonth after aonth, without buying a 
aeabership. Sow of thea sell stuff at the Swap, and try to 
bun newsletters off of Jia Hood. fill together 
now, .. Phooey ! ! 

Save ’Call to Slory’ 

Software Review 

SGT- SLAUGHTER 

He lie Gait ers 1 

fell, once again I find eyself sitting at the keyxa^d 
of my Atari 688* pondering which, games I should feature for 
this north's colour.. Recently, a supplier of possibly the 
greatest games for any home computer, Electronic Arts lust 
announced to us at the S_CC that they were pulling out cf 
the Atari market to see if Atari would live or die. It’s a 
rat hen w^rbiti thing to do, because their pullout wight just 
tempt other companies to dG the saw. It would be a shame to 
lose the aake^s of so#e of the most awesome oases, like 
MM, E. and Archer, but only time will tell if EA will be 
coring back to the Atari Barket,,. Hopefully they will. 

Enough boons and gloom here 1 This month’s columns will 
be on Synapse’s Alley Gat and Sega’s Tapper, 

ALLEY CAT 

tern, west cf you don’t Know this, but I aw a really big 
cat lover,,, I don’t own one, but I. love thee just the 

sane. I can’t exp^s how much 3 love Alley Cat for the 
Atari! This gaite follows the antics of a black cat rfio is 
trying to win his girlfriend’s heart by going into windows 
and rapt u^ing g i f t s for her » Some windows contain a 

fishbowl, i^ere you have to catch soee fish ano avoid the 
eels. Another has 3 ferns on a bookshelf and you have to 
| knock them off and avoid being bitten by the nasty soioers* 
All in all there are 6 different tasks that you have to 
complete. Every tiie you complete a screen, a row of sailing 
cat faces light up- the quicker you completed the screen 
the wore faces light up and the wore bonus you get. Then 
you iust enter a winPow where your kitty girlfriend meows 
from, Uhen you enter this window, you find yourself on the 
bottom row of an array of hearts. Other cats regularly 
patrol the other levels, and trying to jubd up when they’re 


around causes you to be knocked down a level (plus a 
wonder f ul representation of a cat arching its back arc 
hissing at you'). Eventually, you can Bake your way up tc 
the top and kiss your girlfirend, and PCW* Fireworks abound 1 
And to top it off, you also get a bonus and another cat 1 

This game is a piece of videogw art. It has to be 
one of the wost interesting gases that I have laid «y wws 
on in a long time! It’s a very innovative idtaf’interestinc 
and unique* are the words that By Apple friends managed tc 
choke out between gasps of amazement), the graphics are top 
notch, the sounds..,, You have to hear the* to believe how 
good they are. The cat mows, the fish tank bubbles and has 
sonar pings, the cat fighting the dog is so realistic,,,.lts 
just purely unbelievable that you could do this on any 
computer! (but, if any computer is capable of such a feat, 
the Atari is it, right?), 1 give this guy an A+, If, 1»% 
•ark on *y chart. If you haven’t seen it, you’re missive 
out. The Sarge says check it out. 

TAPPER 

RewsPer how I said that Sega was on its way uo in the 
videogame world? Util, By friends will testify how 1 hate to 
admit 1 a» wrong, but after Tapper, I can hardly believe 
that a reputable software company would put out such a lousy 
piece of garbage. If you haven’t seer Tapper in the 
arcades, the prewise is deceivingly simple. You’re a 
bartender, stuck all by yourself in a bar, and then all of a 
sudden, a bunch of rowdy drinkers com in and start ordering 
drin*s. You have tc aopease all of the drinkers in the bar, 
and then you move onto tne next level. Otherwise, if the 
drinkers reach the end of the bar, or you drop a flirty glass 
or you serve toe many glasses of fountain Dew (Yea, that’s 
right, fountain Dew. How wany of you there want a Mountain 
Dew after a tough day at work? This game expects you to 
believe that Punk Rockers in a punk bar want Mountain Dew to 
drink. . .Riiiiii light 1 ) you lose a war. The arcade was such 
a popular game because it had excellent graphics and 
music-but they certainly weren’t above idrat the Atari is 
capable of doing. But the Sega version is so incredibly 
t err idle, I aw embarrassed to have it in my disk box. The 
graphics are sub-standard, and the music is only 38 notes 
long. After the 38 notes, it restarts, driving the player 
slowly insane, .. It isn’t a challenge at all. The name olay 
is so single that I can’t believe that anyone over li will 
be interested in playing this game for more than 15 iimtes 
before it gets put way, way, way back in the disk box 
*orever. . .Sega should have realized that Tapper was not a 
substantial game by gave play-only graphics and eusic kept 
it alive. Without superior graphics and music, the game 
falls flat on its face. Look for this tucker in the 14.95 | 
bargain box in about a month’ 

Well, that’s the column for the Bonth, gamers! If you 
would still like to reach we. you can at a brand new BBS run 
by wy friend the JackaL Its in the city, running on Mop 
Forem' Check it out 1 The Syndicate BBS 415-668-7168, 

Until next month, good bye and good gaming! 

At Ease, 

Sgt. Slaughter 
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Hardware Review 

JIM WARREN 

HP fM HE 

Si fit a cue late this year for A friend of line and 
I ordered HP^-IMC modem try mail. This was three weeks 
before Christmas, There mas i eodel charge (free T C 1 to 
'EM which caused a delay in tfupmmnt of about two months. 
But the new eodel (H*MlttEl was worth the wait. Ue both 
received our modem.! within a few days of each other, line 
is an autoanswer, autodial, sieak little number with rubber 
feet and a removable power cord coming out of the back. It 
is ivory in color and looks a little like a Hayes with three 
lights in front to tell you when it is on, dialing or iften 
someone answers. I u pleased! My friend's is aleost the 
sue but is grey, has no Little rubber feet and the power 
cord is “built in 1 (that is to say it is simply pinched 
between the two halves of the plastic case without so such 
as a notch to lark it's embarrassing departure from the 
back), After seeing ey modem, my friend is not pleased 
Cheeeeep looking is how he described it! If you buy an MPP I 
wonder what yours will look like? let m know, I am curious 
about how many kinds of bones HP puts the goods in.... 
Hh. , . ho many kinds of goods do they put in the boats?!! 

The IPP wodei plugs into the number two joystick port 
obviating the need for any interface device. There are two 
[ft one jacks in the back (one for a telephone and the other 
for the line). Both wodeis (the ivory, rubber footed one 
and the footless, grey pinch-body) worked well right out of 
the box with no problems. They both cawe with a terminal 
program on cartridge called “SHARI TERMING* and a little 
(but complete and quite readable) 24 page manual. The 
“SHARI CART* takes full advantage of the autoanswer nature 
of the modes. You can set it up to answer the Phone and 
then automatically send or receive stuff (sort of a mini 
BBS!), 1 don't think that I will ever need that but if Pm 
not going to be home when you plan to send m that next hot 
program that you wrote, be sure and tell me so that I can 
fire up the “SMART CART" and be ready for you 1 

I have read and heard very diverse opinions about the 
“SMART TERMINAL* program, so before 1 give you my views let 
me say that HPP sells a driver program that allows you to 
use other software with the NPfMThis driver is necessary to 
route everything thru the joystick port), I have this disk 
with the driver programs on it. The driver programs are not 
public domain but there ire several sample terminal programs 
on the disk including a BBS that are in the public domain, 
If you have an NPP, sooner or later, you art going to want 
to use other software (no matter how good the “SMART CART* 
is or isn't). And the driver orogram is essential for using 
any software other than the 'SMART TERMINAL* software that 
comes with the modem. Take the cost of that disk of 
programs into consideration when contemplating the purchase 
of the HP modern 1 I don't understand why HP did not make 
that driver program part of the original purchase. I would 
teem (to my egalitarian little mind) that this would make 


their aodtt even more useful and thus more attractive m the 
market place. The/ also mention, on an addendum to the 
manual, that the “*rt terminal* version 5 contains an 

enhanewnt that allows the loading and operation of a 

modified screen driver written by Richard Renr*r, rtuch 
allows 64 columns by 33 rows with no hardware mods. Why not 
just 1 include" that in the shipment of the modem? Ob 
it's available, it says on the addendum, at (563) 

967-3175. 

Hall! How about that “SMART CART 1 ? Is it "suoerb* as 1 
saw in print somewhere or "wretched* as I saw on our own Key 
System? I think that both of these extreme descript ions of 
this ’adequate* program are hysterical, 1 understand 

neither the wild praise that 1 have seen written nor the 
dining condemnations of "DUNBTERM" that I have heard talked 
about. The program will do any thing that you want done 
period! (Ass«ing you attend to a few little foibles in the 
program that are not, at first, apparent) And as I said 

already, it makes complete use of the autoanswer 
capabilities of the HP modem. It is not the most fool proof 
of programs hoover. If, for example you have 2860 bytes of 
buffer swee left in your mwory and you try to cown load a 
program that is 2681 bytes long,.,. too bad,... you just made 
the *rong choice daddyo! You should have checked the size 
of the program before downloading it and chosen the direct 
to disk option. Also even if you did check the size of the 
program before down loading, the direct to disk option does 
not close the file automatically when the transfer is 
complete, You have to look at the disk directory upon 
completion of the transfer in order to force the closer of 
the file(this is the slight bug admitted to in the manual). 
This is the kind of thing that you get used to as you use 

the program. It is also the kind of thing to which you 

really shouldn't have tc get used (my opinion!), The program 
should stop Wien the buffer is full and give you the option 
of dumping to disk, (And we should all be rich and never 
grow old 1 ) In fairness, 1 should mention that this very 
failing is one of my favorite features of the prograa. Not 

the part about being s.o.1 when your buffer is full but 

your down loading file is not "empty 1 % but the fact that you 
can partition the memory into ten individual areas and io*i 
stuff into them or send stuff out of them to a variety of 
devices {S; T E: t D: t H;<C:,P:> and you can do so instantly by 
pressing option repeatedly to toggle on and off the save or 
send. This I find useful for "clipping* stuff out of BBS 
message bases or sending pre-typed messages. The program 
even has a little editor with which you can edit and prepare 
text for any of your buffers. The program will keep a list 
of numbers and a short description of each and dial the 
numbers automatically, that's good! Unfortunately that 
list is only ten numbers long. that's bad 1 The unlimited 
data base of numbers that is allowed with the Amodew 
programs is one of the reasons I like using them. Also, they 
all seem to have a more cheerful color to them, I fircJ the 
white cm black of the "SMART CART* depressing. Some of the 
teodem programs allow you to change color, The “SMART CART* 
is not THAT smart. But when I am using the Amodee program 
I miss some features in the "SMART CART*. If, I had to be 
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stuck with just the SMART TERMINAL software or the nubile 
do«in stuff, I would choose the SMART TERMINAL software 
since it works sc directly with the hardware. Luckily, 
thanks to the driver program, I have options. 

Reading ey review over again it seres that I ai on the 
verge of regretting ay purchase. Fro* the descriptions that 
I have neard of the 'C* eodel I think that if I had ended up 
with that eodel I would have been disappointed. But I aa 
pleased in general with ey *E' eodel. To sue this all up 
then, the hardware is quite good, I think, the software is 
adequate, the price is right (you have to soend MUCH more 
■cney to do better), and I would buy the all over 
again, even if 1 did end up with a footless, grey, 
pinch-body, 

Library/Floppy Update 

NATE HOOD 

This month the good software is coding in kind of slew, 
so the Disk-OMhe-ftanth isn’t quite finished, I still nave 
about four hundred sectors to fill up. So far though, the 
floppy look great! If you like adventure gases, you’ll love 
this months floppy because there art two of thee on it! 

Here’s the great programs that Pve found for the 
floppy (so far.,,) 

LIFEXPCT 

This is a neat program,., it tries to figure out your 
lift expectancy, I hope that it isn’t very accurate though, 
otherwise Pm only going to live to be 63!!! 

REACTOR 

Have you ever wanted to run a nuclear reactor? Well 
now’s you chance? Luckely this is just a comouter 
simulation, otherwise I would have blown up the bay area 
twice already! 

BOMBS 

This would be i great program to use for the 
introduction of a disk, After you type in your name, a 
iissle falls out of the sky, and blows into each letter of 
your name, 

PMGRPHIC 

This program it really hard to explain. It seems to 
make “windows* in graphics mode zero, but there made out of 
player-missiles, I guess that the best way to try and 
explain it is that it looks like verticil display list 
interupts.., but then it takes sections of these, and moves 
them around ! ! ! 

THUNDER 

This it the typical birdt-eye view of a maze game, 
rfiere you’re job is to escape. The trick in this game is 
that once it draws the screen, it disappears! From then on 


you can only see a small section of the maze that surrounds 
you! 

SYMPH3D 

This program draws neat patterns in graphics mode 
eight. It reminded me of the Audio-Visual -Mi tat ion 
program that was on last months floppy, 

KIDNAP 

Here’s the first of the two adventures. You wake up in , 
a strange building, and realize that you must have beer 
kidnapped. Your objective— tSCAPf! 

- I 

, QPER5AB 

This is the second of the two adventures. In this 
adventure your objective is to destroy the ship that your 
in. Both of these adventures have a short documentation j 
file that tells you the cowands that the games will accept, j 


Well, so far these are all of the orograms that I’ve ! 
found for the floppy, but ones that might be on the floppy 

are. .. 

A pinball machine (hopefully) 

Disk I/O (fly copy had bugs in it, but Pm getting a gooo 
version) 

That’s about it for this month. 

See ya at the meeting! 



r^AVBC SWcvi-D Ha VC /wsreao gf 
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Review 

DUANE W. RENO 

COMPUTER ANIMATION PRIMER 

(SYTE/Mc6raw Hill 1964, $££.95), by David Fox and Mitchell 
Uaite, is the book you should buy if you want to use all of 
the sgecial graphics features of your fttari computer and are 
a reasonably proficient BASIC prograaer. 

David Fox and Mitchell Uaite both have impressive 
credentials in the field of computer animation. Fox works 
for Lucasfilm Ltd. and was in charge of the developeent of 
fescue on Fractal us. rfiich is currently being released 
through an association between Lucasfilw and EPYI. Fox and 
Uaite have both authored previous books on programing. 

Part II of this book describes arvd provides instruction 
in readable English on the use of character set animation, 
color register animation, player*»issile graphics, coarse 
and fine scrolling, display list interrupts, and vertical 
blank interrupts in fttari BASIC. It includes many 
interesting demonstration prograes and machine language 
routines which can be incorporated into BASIC programs, 
including programs that you may write yourself. You will 
probably want to run these demonstration programs on your 
computer while you are reading the book. If you don't want 
to spend the time typing them out yourself, a two-sided disk 
containing all of the demonstration programs and the 
assembly language source code for the machine language 
routines can be purchased from Adventure International for 
$19.95 plus $3 for shipping and handling. 

The first three chapters of the book 1134 pages) set 
forth a history of motion picture animation, a history of 
computer animation, and a description of the mainframe and 
mini-computer hardware and software used by the 
professionals for computer animaton in motion pictures and 
television advertising. For this reason, you will probably 
fird this book in the computer graphics section of your 
bookstore rather than in the Atari-specific section. This 
will have an adverse impact upon sales in my opinion, 
ftlthough this part of the book is also interesting and 
informative, I think the primary market is the fttari owner 
who, like me, needs more help than that provided by De Re 
fttari and other books which cover the same ground. 

Hhy do the authors combine a treatise on computer 
animation theory and applications together with a tutorial 
on fttari-specific graphics? They say it is because the 
fttari computer is the only personal computer currently 
possessing display lists, hardware scrolling, and other 
features that are otherwise found only in mainframe computer 
graphics applications. Isn’t that why you bought an fttari? 
Now you car really learn to use all of its unique 
capabilities. 

The flavor of the book is shown by the following 
passage, which introduces the concept of vertical blank 
interrupts as a means of simultaneously moving two players 
which have been combined into a single character: 

'The problem intensifies when two or more player have 
been combined into one larger player for increased color or 


resolution. The combined player must appear to move as m 
player, or it may risk losing its solidity as some parts try 
to catch up mith others. This will happen if we attempt to 
use BASIC to move them simultaneously. BASIC just isn't 
fast enough to allow the perfectly synchronized movement of 
players. That’s the problem, and here ccmes our machine 
language routine to the rescue 1 The first part of the 
solution is to execute all horizontal player movements 
during the period of time (about 1468 microseconds) when the 
electron beam is returning from the bottom of the screen to 
the upper comer, called the vertical blank or vertical 
retrace period. In this way, the players wilt never move 
horizontally during a screen update, and the problem of 
tearing is solved. The second part of the solution is to 
have the machine language routine move all desired players 
vertically with one call to the routine rather- than a 
separate call for each player. All players will appear to 
arrive at their new vertical positions together. Since 
there is no tearing problem with vertical player movement, 
the VBLANK (vert ical blank) isn' t needed and vert ical 
movement can be executed (mediately." 

Having been thus introduced, a machine language routine 
is provided for the movement of players during the vertical 
blank period. You are taken step by step though the use of 
that routine and the manner in which it can be incooorated 
into your own programs. Other machine language routines are 
provided which allow you to add extra colors on the screen 
through display list interrupts, to scroll all or part of 
the screen at variable soeeds, to assign constant horizontal 
velocities to players, and to animate players through frame 
flipping. 

The book is profusely illustrated and is definitely a 
Quality publication, I enjoyed reading it. If it is not at 
your local bookstore, you can order it from BYTE 
Books/McGraw-Hill Book Company, P.0. Box 4M, Hightstown, NJ 
06520 
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BE n PORT DP THE JUNE 
5PECIPL EDITION 
5LEC JOURNAL MAGAZINE 

WANTED: ARTICLES M TMPI5T5 M 

ORIGINAL PROGRAMS A ARTISTS, 
CARTOONIST, AND VOLUNTEERS. 

FDR MB RE INFORMATION CALL: 
RON 5EVMDUR E537-31S33 

TOM BENNETT EZ7E-44EE3 
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I THE 10IH WEST COAST^ 


MARCH 30 ■ APRIL 2, 1985 
MOSCONE CENTER 
SAN FRANCISCO 



lnl L "5F J bn I— ; 


TO— «= 
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“_r J s a ;d d □ sslcod o o ij u p le or.) isms 

J $ £ $ $ £ LI iJ U U ^ ■ j f-'i n ■ irj£jpC]QJEHS$95 
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Liu *ao ''Innrr in 
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iifflbfiifflnn □ n: 


m r 1 iii liii 

- « m — 1 ‘i ii P — 1 

ilj h 


1 is r r ¥ 


w# r rrt tTi 



sun non tue wed thu f r i sat 


THE KEV 5 VST EM 
EM BBS 

CM 1 5> 352-SSEB 
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- 5-17 * 5-18 

- 5 - * 

* « 

CsT. Patrick's day^ 


31 


PALM SUNDAY 


.8 pa 


MAIN HEETIHE 
S.L. Library 
300 Esturiillo 


12 


8 pa 


assembly sib 

lor info call 
Bob 332-81 IB 


19 


6 PA 


BASIC FRD6. SIS 


for info call 
Mike 482-5041 


26 


8 p* 


ACTION SIS 
for info cal 1 
Jit 352-774* 


B pa 


L06D SIB 
for info call 
Lois 482-2222 


26 


27 


14 


7:30 pa 


BEE INKER SIG 


for info call 
Benzil 538-2227 


21 


8 


8 


8 pa 


NensI otter 
Deadline 
for info call 
Ron 537-31 63 


8 pa 


SOFTWARE SIG 
for info call 
John 276-2415 


8 pt 


ATR8000 SIB 
for info call 
Bill 53B-2449 


16 


7 pa 


NSI6/SAHERD0H 

for info call 
Phil 351-2208 


23 


30 


BET (I4UBLUED U£TH 
THE BE5T BLUB AROUND 


VE SAN LEANDRO COMPUTER CLUB 
CRUSADING FOR A BETTER FUTURE 




S.L.CC. Interface 


The SLCC Interface is our wonthiy 1 input -out put 1 colu» 
in tfiich you say sake a short comerti cm club related 
issues, or buy-sell an itee, This is not available to 
corarcial outlets, 

Also you eay ask those technical Questions and pet thee 
answered, All technical questions lay be addressed to Frank 
Daniel at 632-71BL Basic language questions can be 
addressed to Mike Sawley at 4B2-506L All buy-sell itews go 
to ton Seyiour at 537-31B3, 

*** JOB OPPORTUNITIES *** 

ANTIC PUBLISHING is looking for a Customer Service 
Representative. Full-tiie position, requiring thorough 
knowledge of the Atari Computer and excellent verbal skills. 
Send resumes only to: 

C.S.R. - Antic Publishing 
5E4 Second Street 
San Francisco, CA 94187 

# t t t # 

for it PUBLISHING is looking for an individual to assist the 


editorial staff. Part-tlm position requiring 2-4 hours per 
day during daytiee hours. Uploading-downloading, cabling, 
file transfer, and soee programing experience required. 
College student preferred. Contact Nat fried land at (415) 
957-I86B, 


* WEST COAST COMPUTER FPIRE * 

Coee see the San Leandro Computer Club booth at the 18th 
formal West Coast Computer Fa ire at Noscone Center, Harm 38 
through April i. See the nee Atari Computer line 
{hopefully), giveaways, special raffle, and the faeous SLCC 
Disk of the tenth, Reeeeben 

BOOTH *732 


*** NEW MEMBERS *** 

The SLCC would like to extend a wan welccee to the 
following new mibers of the SLCC: 

Jason Lennon 
Charles R, Agostini 
John Snelling 
Daryl e Meyers 
* T Ken Phipps 
Robert Sylvia 



7]ft» N**rHt* t*r of ttm S * i fiflflgrfw CluC? tor Atari 9 Nhcncampuimn 


P.O. Box 1525 , San Leandro, CA 94577-0152 
NEXT MEETING: 

March 5 8 : 0® pm 

San Leandro Community Library 
300 Est ud i 1 1 o five „ 



186 85 / 04/30 


TO: 


7 I 30—8 i 0® | Soft /Hardware Swap 
8=0® SPEAKER: 


SI6 HARTMANN 
PRESIDENT, SOFTWARE 
ATARI CORPORATION 
SEE US AT: 



qppRESS CHflNSE: PI mm uriate your raws letter e» change lists and general rorr*socmdpnc* with address listed above. 



